ACTION AND REFLECTION
you watch Mark Antony or Caesar on the stage,
is it with an indifferent smile, or are you studying
them with profit?"
Turning half round in his chair, Mussolini
picked up an open volume from the top of a pile
of books lying on a table behind him.
"I have just been reading Julius Caesar" he
said, pointing to a French translation of Shake-
speare and fluttering the leaves. "A great school
for rulers! As I read before you came in I was
thinking how during his last days even Caesar
became a phrase-slave!"
"Are you referring to the historical Caesar,
or to Shakespeare's ?"
"I am afraid to the historical Caesar, also," he
said thoughtfully. "Why did he not look at the
list of the conspirators when it was thrust into
his hand ? Maybe he allowed himself to be killed,
feeling that he had reached the end of the tether.
Anyhow I listen attentively at the theatre, and
draw comparisons with myself at this table. The
fundamental problems of power have always been
the same; how one rules, and how one rules with
the minimum of friction."
"Do you take Caesar as an exemplar ?"
"Not altogether," he answered, closing the
volume and thrusting it aside. "But the virtues
of classical Rome, the doings of the Romans of
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